that would give members of the
university community the choice
_toview or not view the Genocide
Awareness Project display,” the
university said in a press release.
While offensive, students
_ and staff who found the display
k. objectionable could have easily
Dave - walked past without glancing at
Breakenridge  its graphicimages.
i Se—— And, as has been pointed out,
a group supporting Falun Gong
practitioners had their own display a stone's throw
away, complete with images of the atrocities faced in
China, while there has been no discipline reported
against them.

It would seem some graphic images are OK in the
minds of university administration and students, while
others are not. It even appears the university went out
ofits way to ensure the pro-lifers could be charged with
trespassing. Under Alberta's Trespass to Premises Act,
and the federal Petty Trespass Act, it is illegal to tres-
pass when given oral or written warning not to do so, or
if there are signs present.

S0 campus security was there last November with
signs specially made just for the occasion, telling Cam-
pus Pro-Life they weren't wanted.

That the club, one of more than 100 student groups
on campus, has been singled out is telling, but more so
is the attempt to financially crush a group of students
already paying roughly $5,000 a year for the privilege
of attending a school that has it in for them because of
what they believe,

The trespassing charge is a blatant attempt to run the
group out of existence, and a warning to others of the
same mindset to get in line and not stir up any trouble.

So much for free inguiry and debate,

As opposed to threatening them with suspension or
expulsion under the university’s non-academic mis-
conduct rules, the students are being hauled before the
courts, which could mean a $2,000 fine.

With all the talk of how tough it is for university stu-
dents to make ends meet, threats seem like a way to
silencing debate.

The Students’ Union, which should be looking out
for the rights of the group, is also getting in on the act,
holding a hearing next week to determine whether
Campus Pro-Life gets to keep its official club status,
which would mean losing a number of perks, including
the opportunity to apply for funding grants.

But while the members of Campus Pro-Life have,
and should continue to have, the right to put up a dis-
play that is likely to offend people, are they really get-
ting their point about abortion across?

Instead of making this a debate about whether abor-
ton should be legal in this country, or publicly funded,
they're making it about their right to hold beliefs con-

to the status quo.

Self-justification sure doesn't sound like the right
way to advance any kind of agenda.
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