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Still hooked by the fight for a race-free B.C. fishery
| and 3tephen Harper, this race- | segregatlon by race, These discriminatory policles | cally voleeless Japanese Cana-
J'DH" CARPAY based commercial fishery is Far fishermen of lapanese an- | were challenged by the Japa- dians, then uprooted them
Executive director of fhe Canadian | radically different from the cestry, this race-based com- nese Canadian Fishermen's As- | from the B.C. coast and forced
Conshiulion Faurdation mon-commercial aboriginal mercial fishery is especially sociation’s predecessors: the them to live in intermment
“food fishery.” Traditionally, painful. as their ancestors were | $keena River Fishermen's As- | camps in the B.C. interior and
the “food Ashery" allowed ab- subjected to anti-Asian fisher- | soclation and the Amalgama- past of the Rockies. It was not
he Japanese Canadian originals fo fish in limited | ies policies during the 1g2os. In | ted Assoclation of Fishermen until 1949 that Japanese Cana-
Fishermen's Association is | quantities for food and social 10a0, the federal povernment of B.C. As intervenors befiore diang were permitted to return
orce again asking the Su- | and ceremonial purposes, limited the number of fishing the Supreme Court in 128, Jap- | tothe B.C coast.
preme Court of Canada to rule | without imposing any barrlers | Heences fssued to Japanese Ca- | anese-Canadian fishermen ar- Putting the injustices of the

against racist policies in British
Columbia’s commercial fishery.
This December, Canada's
highest court will hear the ap-
peal of John Michael Kapp and
other commercial fishermen
who were arrested in 1008 for
fishing in protest against & pri-
vate cormmercial fishery for
meembers of two aboriginal
bands. This race-based com-
meercial fishery allows individ-
uals with bloodline ties to the
Musgueam and Tsawwassen
bands to fish once in a com-
mercial fishery for their indi-
vidual benefit, and a second
time In the public commercial
fighery left over for other Cana-
dians. Other fishermen - In-
cluding aboriginal Canadians
and Canadians of Croatiam,
Vietnamese, Morwegian and
other ancesiries - are excluded
froom the first cormmercial fish-
ery because thay lack a blood-
ling tie to these two bands,
Introdweed by Brian Mulro-
nay ingaz and continued un-
der Jean Chrétien, Paul Martin

to participating in B.C s com-
mercial fishery. Working under
rules that apply equally to all
Canadiang, aboriginals have
enjoyed great suceess in B.Cos
commercial fishery. More than
a third of B.C's fishermen, li-
cence holders and vessel own-
ers are aboriginal, and aborg-
imals are among the 145 fisher-
men arrested in 1ol who are
now asking the Supreme Court
tor strike down this policy of
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nadians at 1910 levels, while in-
creasimg the nurmbar of
licences izsued to Caucaszian
and aboriginal fishermen. Fur-
ther, Japanese Canadians were
required to reside in the same
coastal regions where they
fished, while other fisherman
coutld live anywhere they
pleased, In 1024, 2 ban on using
gas-powered boats on the Skes-
na River was lifted for all bt
Japanese-Canadian fishermen.
As they rowed their boats
against the tides, winds and
currents, taunts of " Hurry up,
Japs!" could be heard from
fishermen speading past in
thair motorizad baoats.

These federal policles were
part of & publicly stated goal of
driving the "vellow peril” out
of B.Ls commercial fishery.
About half of the Japanese-Ca-
nadian fskermen were foroed
out of the industry during the
wzos, while those who remain-
ed suffered a significant loss of
earmings, not to mention a loss
of dignity and respect.

gued that the fisheries minister
at the time could not exercise
his discretion so as to deny a
fishing licence on the basis of
race, The court agreed, ruling
“any British subject residing in

| the province of British Column-
| bia, who is not otherwise legal-

Iy disqualified. has the right ...
o receive a licence.”

These same associations of
Japanese-Canadian fishermen
raised money for Jun Kisawa to
bary a gas-powered boat to hold
a fishing protest near Prince
Rupert in 1a29. The young ba-
chelor, who was willing to risk
jail by w=ing a motorized boat
to fish al ide Cancasian and
aboriginal fishermen, was
promptly arrested, In a Prince
Bupert courtroom, he admitied
breaking the lasw, amd suoeess-
fully asserted hiz right as a Ca-
nadian to be treated equally
under the law.

Druring the Second World
War, the federal government
confiscated the homes and
fisking vessels of these paliti-

past behind them, Japanese-
Canadian fishermen returted
to their formeer livelilhood. But,
this time, there was just one set
of rules for all Canadians: equal
apportunity regardless of a
fisherman's ancestry,
race or bloodline ties. For more
than four decades, until 1ooa,
B.Cs commercial fishery was a
diverse, colour-blind and ra-
cially integrated workplace.
This i= the commercial fish-
ery that Canadians of Japanese
ancestry - and thousands of
fishermen from a multitude of
racial and cultural back-
grounds - are fighting to get
back. In B, v. Kapp, the Su-
preme Court has an apportuni-
ty o once again affirm racial
cquality in B.Cs commercial
fishery, as it did in 1928,
it The Calgary-besed Canadian
Congtitution Fowndation, a mon-
profit registered charity, iz repre-
senting the Jopansse Canadian
Fishermens Association as i secks
to intervens before the Supreme
Court of Carada in B v Kapp.



